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At a Meeting in Beſton 
July 7. 1743. 

| Occafion'd 
By the late happy Revival of Religion in many Parts 


of the Land. * 


To which are added, © 


 ATTESTATIONsS contain'd in Letters from a Number of 
their Brethren who were * hinder d 22 
giving their Preſence. 
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e 
Teſtimony and Advice 


Of a Number of Paſtors, reſpecting the 
late happy Revival of Religion. 


Fit is the Duty of every one, capable of Obſervs 
tion and Reflection, to take a conſtant reli 
Notice of what occurs in the daily Cou . 
common Providence; how much more is it 

expected that thoſe Events in the divine CEconomy, 
wherein there is a ſignal Diſplay of the Power, Grace 
and Mercy of God in behalf of the Church, ſhould 
be obſerv'd with ſacred Wonder, Pleaſure and Grati- 
tude ? ------ Nor ſhould the People of GOD content 
themſelves with a flent Notice, but publiſh with the 
_ of Thankſgiving, and tell 7 all bis 9 
orks. 


More particularly, When CnRsx is vleas'd to 
come into his Church in a plentiful Effulion of .his 
Holy Spirit, by whoſe powerful Influences the Mini- 
ftration of the Word is attended with. uncommon 
Succeſs, Salvation- Work carried on in an eminent 
Manner, and his Kingdom, which is within Men, and 
conliſts in Righteouſneſs and Peace and Jay in the 


Holy Ghoſt, is notably ed —— -T HIS is an Event 
a which 
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which above all other invites the Notice, and beſpeaks 
the Praiſes of the Lord's People, and ſhould be de- 


clar'd abroad for a Memorial of the divine Grace; 


as it tends to confirm the Divinity of a deſpiſed Goſpel, 
and manifeſts the Work of the Holy Spirit in the 
Application of Redemption, which too many are ready 
to reproach ; — as it may have a happy Effect, by 
the divine Bleſſing, for the Revival of Religion in 
other Places, and the Enlargement of the Kingdom 
of CyrisT in the World ; ---- and as it tends to enli- 
ven the Prayers, ſtrengthen the Faith, and raiſe the 
Hopes, of ſuch as are waiting for the Kingdom of God, 
and the coming on of the Glory of the latter Days.--- 


But if it is juſtly expected of all who profeſs them- 
ſelves the Diſciples of Cx Is, that they ſhould openly 
acknowledge and rejoice in a Work of this Nature, 
wherein the Honour of their divine Maſter is fo much 
concerned; How much more is it to be lopk'd for 
from thoſe who are employ'd in the Miniſtry of the 
LORD FESUS, and ſo ſtand in a ſpecial Relation tq 
Him, as Servants of his Houſhold, and Officers in his 
Kingdom? ----- Theſe ſtand as I/atchmgn upon the 
Walls of Jeruſalem; and it is their Buſineſs not only 
to give the Alarm of War when the Enemy is ap- 
proaching, but to ſound the Trumpet of Praiſe when 
the King of Zien comeih, in a meek Triumph, having 
Salvation, «= 


For theſe and other Reaſons, We, whoſe Names 
are hereunto annexed, Paſtors of Churches in Netw- 
England, met together in Beſten, July 7th 1743, think 
It, 647 indiſpenſable Duty, (without judging or cen- 
ſuring ſuch of our Brethren as cannot at preſent ſee 
Things in the ſame Light with us) ia this open and 
conjunct Manner to declare, to the Glory of ſoyereign 


Grace, our full Perſwaſion, either from what we _ 
en 


en 1 


ſeen our ſelves, or received upon credible Teſtjmony, 
That there has been a bappy and remarkable Revival 
of Religion in many Parts of this Land, thro' an un- 
Common divineInfluence ; aſter a long Time of greatDecay 
and Deadneſs, and a ſenſible and very awful Withdraw 
of the Holy Spirit from his Sanctuary among us. 


Tho the Work of Grace wro't on the Hearts of 
Men by the Word and Spirit of GOD, and which 
has been more or leſs carried on in the Church from 
the Beginning, is always the ſame for Subſtance, and 

at one Time and another, in one Place or Per- 
| — and 9 as to the main Strokes and — — 
of it, yet the preſent Work appears to be remar 
ahd 2 4 1 


On Account of the Numbers wrought upon We 
never before ſaw ſo many brought under Soul-Concern, 
and with Diſtreſs making the Inquiry, What muſt wwe 
do to be ſaved? And theſe Perſons of all Characters 
and Ages. With Regard to the Suddenneſs and 

wick Progreſs of it Many Perſons and Places were 
ſurprized with the gratious Viſit together, or near 
about the ſame Time ; and the heavenly Influence 
diffus'd it ſelf far and wide like the Light of the 
Morning. ------ Alſo in Reſpect of the Degree of Ope- 
ration, both in a Way of Terror and in a Way of Con- 
ſolation; attended in many with unuſual bodily Effefts.--- 


Not that all who are accounted the Subjects of 
the prefent Work, have had theſe extraordinary De- 
grees of previous Diſtreſs and ſubſequent Joy. But 
many, and we ſuppoſe the greater Number, have been 
wrought on in a more gentle and ſilent Way, and 
without any other Appearances that are common and 
uſual at other Times, when Perſons have been awa- 
kened to a folemn Concern about Salvation, and . 

en 
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been thought to have paſs d out of a State of Nature 
into a State of Grace. | 


As to thoſe whoſe inward Concern has occaſioned 
extraordinary outward Diſtreſſes, the moſt of them 
when we Came to converſe with them, were able to 
give, what appear'd to us, a rational Account of what 
10 affected their Minds; viz. A quick Senſe of their 
Guilt, Miſery and Danger ; and they would often men- 
tion the Paſſages in the Sermons they heard, or parti- 
cular Texts of Scripture, which were ſet home upon 
them with ſuch a powerful Impreſſion. ----- And as to 
ſuch whoſe Joys have carried them into Tranſports and 
Extafies, titty in like Manner have accounted for hem, 
from a lively Senſe of the Danger they hop'd they 
were freed from, and the Happineſs they were now 

ſſeſs d of; ſuch clear Views of divine and heavenly 
Things, and particularly of the Excellencies and Love- 
lineſs of JIEsus CHRIST, and ſuch ſweet Taſtes of 
redeeming Love as they never had before. —-- The 
Inſtances were very few in which we had Reaſon to 
think theſe Affections were produced by wjfonary or 
ſenſible Repreſentations, or by any other Images than 
ſuch as the Scripture it ſelf preſents unto us. 


And here we think it not amiſs to declare, that in 
dealing with theſe Perſons we have been careful to in- 
form them, That the Nature of Converſion does not 
conſiſt in theſe paſſionate Feelings; and to warn them 
not to look upon their State ſafe, becauſe they have paſs'd 
out of deep Diſtreſs into high Joys, unleſs they expe- 
rience a Renovation of Nature, follow d with aChange 
of Life, and a Courſe of vital Holinefs. -------- Nor 
have we gone into ſuch anQpinion of the bodily Effes 
with which this Work has been attended in ſome of 
its Subjects, as to judge them any Signs that Perſons 
who have been fo affected, were then under a ſaving 

War 
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Mort of the Spirit of God, No; we never ſo much 
as call'd theſe bodily Seizures, Conviftions ; or ſpake 
of them as the immediate Work of the Holy Spirit. 
Yet we donot think them inconſiſtent with aWork of 
GOD upon the Soul at that very Time ; but judge 
that thoſe inward Impreſſions which come from the 
Spirit of GOD, thoſe Terrors and Conſolations of 
which He 1s the Author, may,according to the natural 
Frame and Conſtitution which ſome Perſons are of, 
occaſion ſuch bodily Effects. And therefore that 
.theſe extraordinary outward Symptoms, are not an 
Argument that the Work is deluſive, or from the 
Influence and Agency of the evil Spirit. 


With Reſpect to Numbers of thoſe who have been 


under the Impreſſions of the preſent Day, we muſt 


declare there is good Ground to conclude they are be- 
come real Chriſtians ; the Account they give of their 
Conviction & Conſolation agreeing with the Standard 
of the Holy Scriptures, correſponding with the Expe- 
riences of the Saints, and evidenc'd by the external 
Fruits of Holineſs in their Lives : So that they appear 
to thoſe who have the neareſt Acceſs to them, as ſo 
many Epiſtles of Chriſt, written not with Ink, but by 
the Spirit of the living God, atteſting to the Genuine- 
neſs of the preſent Operation, and repreſenting the 
Excellency of it. 


Indeed many who appear'd to be under Convictions, 
and were much alter'd in their external Behaviour, 
when this Work began, and while it was moſt flou- 
riſhing, have loſt their Impreſſions, and are relaps'd 
into their former Manner of Life : Yet of thoſe who 
were judg'd hopefully converted, and made a publick 
Profeſſion of Religion, there have been fewer Inſtances 
of Scandal and Apeſtacy than might be expected. 


So that, as far as we are able to form a Judgment, the 
B Face 
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Face of Religion is lately chang'd much for the bettet 
in many of our Towns and Congregations; and toge- 
ther with a Reformation obſervable in diverſe Inſtances, 
there appears to be more experimental Godlineſs, and 
lively Chriſtianity, than the moſt of us can remember 
we have ever ſcen before. 


Thus we have freely declar'd our Tho'ts as to the 
Work of GOD fo remarkably reviv'd in many Parts 
of this Land.---- And now, We deſire to bow 7he 
Knee in Thankſgiving to the God and Father of our Lord 

- Feſus Chriſt, that our Eyes have ſeen, and our Ears 
heard ſuch Things. ---- And while theſe are our Senti- 
ments, we muſt neceſſarily be grieved at any Accounts 
ſent abroad, repreſenting this Work as all Enibu/iaſm, 
Delufion and Diſorder.------ | 


Indeed it is not to be denied that in ſome Places 
many Irregularities and Extravagancies have been 
permitted to accompany it, which we would deeply 
lament and bewail before GOD, and look upon our 
ſelves oblig'd, for the Honour of the HoLy SpIRIr, 
and of his bleſſed Operations on the Souls of Men, to 
bear a publick and faithful Teſtimony againſt ; thu” 
at the Emme Time it is to be ackhowledg'd with much 
Thankfulneſs, that in other Places, where the Work 
has greatly flouriſh'd, there have been few if any of 
theſe Diſorders and Exceſſes. --— But who can wonder, 
if at ſuch a Time as this Satan ſhould intermingle 
himſelf, to hinder and blemiſh a Work ſo directly 
contrary to the Intereſts of his own Kingdom ? ---Or, 
if while ſo much good Seed is ſowing, the Enemy 
/hauld be buſy to ſow Tares ?---- We would therefore, 
in the Bowels of Feſus, beſeech ſuch as have beenPar- 
talkers of this Work, or are zealous to promote it, 
that they be not ignorant of Satan's Devices; that they 
eb and pray againſt Errors & Miſconduct of _ 
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Kind, leſt they blemiſh and hinder that which they 
deſire to honour and advance. Particularly, 


That they do not make ſecret Impulſes on their 
Minds, without a due Regard to the written Word, the 
Rule of their Duty : A very dangerousMiſtake which 
we apprehend ſome in theſe Times have gone into---- 
That to avoid Arminianiſin they do not verge to the 
oppolite Side of Antinomianiſim; while we would have 
others rake good Heed to themſelves, leſt they be by 
ſome led into, or fix'd in, arminian Tenets, under the 
Pretence of oppoling Antinomian Errors. That 
Laymen do not invade the Miniſterial Office, and un- 
der a Pretence of Exborting ſet up Preaching ; which 
is very contrary to Goſpel Order, and tends to intro- 
duce Errors and Confuſion into the Church. That 
Miniſters do not invade the Province of others, and in 
ordinary Caſes preach in another's Pariſh without his 
Knowledge, and againſt his Conſent : Nor encourage 
raw and indiſcreet young Candidates, in ruſhing into 
particular Places, and preaching publickly or private- 
ly, as ſome have done to the no {mall Diſrepute and 
Damage of the Work in Places where it once promis'd 
to flouriſh. Tho' at the ſame Time we would have 
Miniſters ſhew their Regard to the ſpiritual Welfare 
of their People, by ſuffering them to partake of the 
Gifts and Graces of able, ſound and zealous Preachers 
of the Word, as GOD in his Providence may give Op- 
portunity therefor : Being perſwaded GOD has in this 
Day remarkably bleſs'd the Labours of ſome of his 
Servants who have 7ravelled in preaching the Goſpel 
of CxrisT. ----- That People beware of entertaining 
Prejudices againſt their own Paſtors, and don't run into 
unſcriptural Separations, ---- That they don't indulge 
a 1 Spirit, which has been attended with 
miſchievous Effects; nor diſcover a Spirit of Cenſori- 
ouſneſs, Uncharitableneſs, and raſh judging the State of, 

| - B 2 others : 
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others; than which ſcarce any Thing has more ble - 
miſh'd the Work of GOD amongſt us. --—- And 
while we would meekly exbort both Miniſters and 
Chriſtians, ſo far as is conſiſtent with Truth and Holi- 
xeſs, to follow the Things that make for Peace; we 
would moſt earneſtly warn all Sorts of Perſons not to 
deſpiſe theſe Out-pourings of the Spirit, leſt a holy 
GOD be provok'd to withhold them, and inſtead 
thereof to pour out upon this People the Vials of his 
Wrath, in temporal Judgments and ſpiritual Plagues ; 
and would call upon every one to improve this re- 
markable Seaſon of Grace, and put in for a Share of 
the heavenly Bleſſings ſo liberally diſpenſed. 


Finally, ; 

We — the Children of GOD to continue inſtant 
in Prayer, that He, with whom is the Reſidue of the 
Spirit, would grant us freſh, more plentiful and 
extenſive Effuſions, that ſo this Wilderneſs, in all the 
Parts of it, may become a fruitful Field : ------ That 
the preſent Appearances may be an Earneſt of the 
glorious Things promis'd to the Church in the latter 
Days; when ſhe ſhall hne with the Glory of the © 
LORD ariſen upon her, fo as to dazzle the Eyes of 
Beholders, confound and put to Shameall her Enemies, 
rejoice the Hearts of her ſolicitous and now ſadned 
Friends, and have a ſtrong Influence and Reſplendency 
throughout the Earth. ------ AMEN! Even ſo come 
LORD TESUS ; Come quickly ! 


After ſolemn repeated Prayer, free Inquiry and De- 
hate, and ſerious Deliberation, the above Teſtimony 
and Advice was ſigned by, 


Samuel Moody, Paſtor of the firſt Church in York. 
John White, Paſter of the firſt Church in Gloceſter. 


Joleph Scwall, a Paſter of the South Church inBoſton. 
Samuel 


| ( 13 -) 
Samuel Wiggleſworth, Paſtor of a Church in Ipſwich. 
Ames Cheever, Paſtor of the Church in Mancheſter. 


Thomas Prince, a Paſtor of the SouthChurch in Boſton, 
to the Subftance. 


John Webb, 4 Paſtor of a Church in Boſton. 
John Cotton, Paſtor of the Church in Newton. 


Joſeph Adams, Paſtor of the Church in Newington, 


New-Hampſhire. 
James Allin, Paffor of the Church in Brookline. 


ohn Chipman, Paſtor of a Church in Beverly, 
a To the Subſtance, Fe and End. 7 


William Cooper, @ Paſtor of a Church in Boſton. 
Thomas Foxcroft, a Paſtor of the firſt Church in Boſton. 
Joſhua Gee, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in Boſton. 


Joſeph Emerſon, Paſtor of the firfl Church in Mal- 
den, to the Scope and Subſtance. 


Henry. Meſſinget, Paſtor of the firſt a in 


Wrentham. 
James Bayley, Paſtor of the 24 Churth FE ORE 


Nathaniel Leonard, Paſtor of e Church in Pli- 
mouth. 


Thomas Smith, Paſtor of the firft Church inFalmouth, 
Nathaniel Rogers, a Paſtor of the 1ſt Church in Ipſwich, 


Joſiah Cotton, Paſtor of 4 Church in Providence, 
To ihe general Scope and Tendency, 


Habijah Weld, Paſtor of the Church in Attleborough, 
to the Subſtance, Scope and End. 


William Hobby, Pafor of the firft Church inReading. 


James Pike, Paflor of the Church in Summerſworth, 
New-Hampſhire, 
J ohn 


. 

John Warren, Paſtor of the Church in Wenham. 
Nathan Webb, Paſtor of the Church in Uxbridge. 
Jedidiah Jewet, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Rowley. 


John Emerſon, Paſtor of the Church in Topsfield, 
to the Scope and Subſtance. 


Jahn Moorhead, Pa#or of a Church in Boſton. 
Solomon Prentice, Paſtor of the Church in Grafton, 
James Chandler, Paſtor of the 2d Church in Rowley. 
Othniel Campbell, Paſtor of the 2d Church in Plimton. 
John Seccomb, Paſtor of the Church in Harvard. 


Ward Cotton, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Hamp- 
ton, New-Hampſhire. 


Amos Main, Paſtor of the Church in Rocheſter, 
New-Hampſhire. | 


John Cotton, Paſtor of the Church in Hallifax. 


James Diman, Paſtor of a Church in Salem, 
To theSubſtance, Scope and End. 


Phineas Hemmingway, Paſtor of the Church in 
Townſhend. Ws 

David Goddard, Paſtor of the Church in Leiceſter, 
to the Subſtance. 

Samuel Bachellor, Paſtor of the 3d Church inHaverhill. 

Daniel Bliſs, Paſtor of the Church in Concord. 

Samuel Tobey, Paſter of the Chnrch in Berkley. 

Elias Haven, Paſtor of tht 2d Church in Wrentham. 

Thomas Balch, Paſtor of à Church in Dedham, 

Samuel Chandler, Paſtor of the 2d Church in York. 

Samuel Hill, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Marſhfield. 


ſhua Tufts, Paſtor of the Church in Litchfield, 
New-Hamp ſhire, 
| Samuel 


8 
Samuel Veazie, Paſtor of the Church in Duxborough. 
John Porter, Paſtor of the 4th Church inBridgewater* 
Jonathan Ellis, Paſtor of the,2d Church in Plimouth · 
Joſiah Crocker, Paſtor of the Church in Taunton. 
Daniel Emerſon, Paſtor of tbe 2dChurch inDunſtable. 


Francis Worceſter, Paſtor of the ſecond Church in 
Sandwich, 


E whoſe Names are under- written concur with 

the Teſtimony for the Subſtance of it, ex- 
cepting againſt that Article of Irinerancy, or Miniſters, 
and others, intruding into other MiniſtersPariſhes with- 
out their Conſent, which great Diſorder we apprehend 
not ſufficiently teſtify*d againſt, therein. 


Benjamin Colman, a Paſtor of a Church in Boſton, 
Joſeph Baxter, Paſtor of the Church in Medfield. 
Nathaniel Eells, Paſtor of the 2d Church in Scituate, 
Joſeph Dorr, Paſtor of the ſirſt Church in Mendon, 
Samuel Checkley, Paſtor of a Church in Boſton. 
Benjamin Baſs, Paſtor of the Church in Hanover. 
Hull Abbot, a Paſtor of the Church in Charleſtown, 
Ezra Carpenter, Paſtor cf the Church in Hull. 


Ebenezer Turell, Paſtor of the Church in Medford. 8 


Ebenezer Parkman, Paſtor of the Church in Well 
Thomas Prentice, a Paſlar of theChurch Chad an 
Simon Bradſtreet, Pa/tor of the 24Church inMagblehead 
John Fowle, Pajtor of the 2d Church in Bingham. 


Andrew Eliot, a Pa/tor of a Church in Boſton, 


Thaddeus Maccarty, Pa/tor of theChares inKingſton. 
AT- 
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ATTESTATIONS 


Contain'd in Letters from a Number of Paſtors abſent, 


and communicated to the Aſemb/. 


I. From the Revd+ Mr. Jonx Rook xs ſenior 


4 
4 
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Paſtor of the ft. Church in Ipſwich. 


HEREAS it has been advertis'd in a late 
Gazette, or Weekly Journal, that ſome Rev. 
Miniſters in Boſton, and Places adjacent,deſigning to 
meet together on the Day after Commencement, do 
deſire, that as many others from the Country, as can 
conveniently, wou'd come down and give in their 
Tz$sT1Mony for Gop, and the late glorious and re- 
markable Work of his Grace (marvellouſly begun and 
carrying on among us) and that ſuch as cannot per- 
ſonally appear would ſend their ATTEsTATIONS in 
Writing to that Aſſembly; 


* I being one of this latter Sort, who thro* Age and 
Weakneis of Body, am unable to travel fo far--- 
muſt take this Way to ſignify my hearty Approba- 
tion of ſuch a Deſign, and alſo my Readineſs with 
Heart and Hand to ſubſcribe to the moſt ample Teſti- 
mony that may be drawn by a better Pen, for the 
Purpoſe above-mentioned ; well knowing there can 
never be too much or enough ſpoken or written by 
Man to magnify the Mercy of Gop in thus viſiting 
his People, as of late he hath remarkably been pleaſed 
to do, or enough ſaid or done to ſhew forth the 
Praiſe of divine Power, and ſovereign free Grace, ſo 
wonderfully diſplayed in innumerable Inſtances and 


Effects thereof. 


I have for ſome Time apprehended it to be the 
righteous Expectation of our glorious Log p, that all 


his Miniſters in theſe Churches, eſpecially ſuch as uy 
have 


* 
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have obſerved with Admiration (and other proper 
Affections) the great Revival of the Power of Godli- 
neſs, and more general Reformation of Manners (in 
many Places) as a Fruit of his more plentiful Effufion 
of his moſt no and BLESSEDSP1RIT on the Minds 
and Hearts of the People, and (as we truſt) in Anſwer 
to the conſtant fervent Prayers of the Faithful, both 
in the preſent and preceeding Generations--ſhould 
in the moſt publick Manner teſtify their moſt grate- 
ful Senſe of this his unmerited Favour and Loving- 
kindneſs to this People and their Poſterity. 


© I ſhould have rejoiced to have ſeen ſomething of 
this Nature to have gone before the Teſtimony of 
another Sort, (againſt ſome real or ſuppoſed Errors 
and Diſorders) put forth in the Name of the late 
Convention. For certainly our Loxp CHRIS ought 
(in all Things) to have the Pre-eminence, and moſt 
venerable Mention made of his glorious Work, be- 
fore any Things, which the grand Adverſary of his 
Kingdom and Church may have done to blemiſh, 
interrupt or hinder the Progreſs thereof. Never- 
theleſs I humbly hope and believe it may yet be 
accepted of GOD, and likewiſe be of great Service 
to his dear People, if a full and poſitive Declarati- 
on were drawn and ſubſcribed by a Number of Mit- 
neſſes for Cuxisr, Aſſerting a moſt powerful and 
clear Work of Grace (according to our Apprehenſion) 
wrought in the Hearts of Multitudes, from one End 
of the Land to the other. All ſuch as believe it 
with their Heart, will readily confeſs it with their 
Mouth. 


* Rev. and dear Brethren, | 
© I ſhall on the very Day of your propoſed Meeting, 
viz. July 7th. (GOD continuing my Life to that 
Day) enter on the 98th Tear of my Age, and in — 
| — 54 
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* 54th of my Minifry. And now deſire, as I have 
* utmoſt Reaſon, to bleſs GOD who has given me to 
© ſee a Day of ſuch marvellous Power and Grace, par- 
* ticularly in this Place, and ſince the Rev. Mr. I bile- 
© field and Tennent carne among us; wherein great 
* Numbers of our young People, and others of more ad- 
* vanced Age give clear Evidence of a ſaving Change 
* wrought in them, and by the Fruits of the Spixir 
* ſhew that they are born of the Spixir: And many 
* Perſons of Chri/tian Experiences before, have been 
«* greatly revived, enriched with Grace, eſtabliſhed and 
* comforted by a new Influence, in and through the 
© Word read and preached : This I have found by 
my beſt Obſervation in general, and more intimate 
Converſation with many of thoſe Scores, yea I think, 
I may ſay Hundreds living here and in the Neigh- 
© bourhood; and with ſeveral from diſtant Places, who 
* univerſally f. the ſame Language, all giving 
* Teſtimony by their Experience to the Truth of 
* Goſpel Dotirines of Grace. 


* Such Things as theſe, my Brethren; with many 
© others which might be mentioned, and I hope will 
< be, I would look upon as Inſtances of GOD*sMercy, 
Love and Care for his People in this Land, and ſignal 
* Tokens of his abiding Preſence with them: That 
the Loxp Gop of our Fathers is not about to leave 
or forſake us. And they call for our mo? publick 
* grateful Ackeowledgments and highe/t Praiſes to the 
* ſovereign Loxp and gracious Hz ab of his Church, 


But we muſt at the ſame Time carefully watch, 
© and bear due Te/t;imony againſt all Errors and Diſor- 
ders that have or may ariſe, and continue in Prayer 
for further Out-pourings of the BLESSED SPIRIT to 
* revive his Work in the midſt of the Yeats, and 


* caule it to ſpread far and wide, even until the tobole 
=] -- | * Earth 
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« Farth be filled with the Knowledge and Glory of 
the Lox D. And in your Prayers remember me, a 
poor, weak and worthleſs Creature, that I may be 
made ſtrong in theGrace of our Lox p JesusCnrIsT, 
enabled to 2 the Faith, and finiſh my Courſe 
with Joy in the Logo. 


” 00-0 


| John Rogers, Paſtor, 
© Ipſwich, July 2. 1743. 


No. II. From the Revd - Mr.]JzxzM1an Wisz, Paſtor 
of the Church jn Berwick. 


| Berwick, July 1. 1743. 
I T was my Deſign to have attended the Convention 


of Paftors after Commencement. But I am 
prevented by my Infirmities, which render me un- 
* able well to bear the Fatigue of aJourney in this hot 
* Seaſon, However, it ſhall be my daily Prayer to 
the glorious Ht av of the Church, that you all may 
be under the Guidance and Influence of the Divine 
* SPIRIT in all your Proceedings. I ſhall alſo be 
ready to join with the Friends of the preſent glorious 
* Work of the Grace of GOD in the Land, in bearing 
* Teſtimony to it as ſuch a IVork ; and to concur with 
them in the moſt proper Methods to remove Di/- 
orders, and prevent the ſpreading and increaſe of 
Errors; eſpecially Arminian and Antinomian: The 
latter of which, begin to appear bare-fac'd, as well 
© as the former in ſome Places. And it ſeems very 
* natural and eaſy for thoſe that have been in the Ex- 
* tream of Arminianiſm,to run into the contraryExtream 
of Antinomianiſm : As a Pendulum, if it be ſwung too 
* far one Way, will, on its Return, ſwing too far the 


other Way. Agreably, it's evident that ſome zea- 
loys Promoters of the preſent glorious Wark, out of 
. Indignation againſt Arminian Principles, which they 
have lately: been delivered from, and which are ſo 
* derogatory to the Grace of GOD; when they have 
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© eſpouſed the contrary Doctrines of Grace, have car- 


ried Matters too far, and verg d to Antinomianiſm. 


© But this Miſconduct of theirs, has given the 
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Enemies of thoſe Doctrines Advantage to reproach 
them, as naturally tending to Libertiniſm, En- 
t\uſiaſm, and the like; and to poſſeſs People's 
Minds with Prejudices againſt them,and the glorious 
Work of GOD's Grace which through a divine In- 
fluence has lately attended the powerful preaching 
of thoſe Doctrines. And they will not neglect to 
improve the Advantage to promote their own 
Scheme, and to bring over as many as they can to 
embrace their Principles; tho* thereby their Con- 
verſion ſhould be prevented rather than promoted. 
And it's to be fear'd, that what ſome Gentlemen 
have in View at this Time, 1s to promote Arminian- 
i/m under Colour of diſcountenancing Antinomianiſin, 
and bearing Teſtimony againſt the Diſorders attending 
the preſent Work : And this we ought to be aware 
of, and duly guard againſt, leſt, inſtead of advance- 
ing the Cauſe and Intereſt of Cyzr1sT, and his Truth 
and Grace, we ſhould by this Step, prejudice and 
hurt it our ſelves, and join with the Enemies of it in 
deſtroying it; and that at the fame Time we would 
be thought to be taking Care to promote it. As to 
Diſorders, Irregularities, &c. I am of Mr. Edwards, 
the worthy Paſtor of Northampton's Mind about 
them, and therefore muſt refer you to his Jae Book 
for what 1 might ſay further under this Head; 
wherein he vindicates the Conduct of the Friends 
of this Work in ſome of thoſe Things that are ac- 
counted Diſorders, tho* he cenſyres them with Re- 
ſpect to others. 


With Reſpe@ to the ordaining of Myſtonaries, 
which has been practiſed for ſome Time in the 
Country, and has Leen lately voted a Diſorder, | 


can 
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© can't join in cenſuring it as ſuch; or in condemning 
the Practice of ſeparating ſome of the Fraternity, 
# that are qualified for it, to the ſacred Miniſtry, when 
© there is manifeſt Occaſion for it. Thus, I have 
« written my Thoughts about ſome Things, that will 
lie before the Convention, and 


am, Sir, 
© Your unworthy Fellow-Labourer in tho Goſpel, 
* Teremiab Wife. 


No. III. From the Rev. Mr. PETER Tracuts,Paſtor 
of the firſt Church in Middleborough. 


Middlehorough, June 30. 1743. 
DEIN prevented the Opportunity of giving an 
* oral Teſtimony to the Truth and Reality of the. 
* extraordinary Work the Lox p has lately appeared in 
among us, in convincing, converting Sinners, buildi 
* up, comforting and ſealing the converted; I embrace 
this Way to do it: In which I ſhall confine my ſelf 
to what I have ſeen and been acquainted with among 
the People of my Charge, tho* I might ſpeak of the 
ſame in other Places. x 


* There have been above two Hundred in a Judg- 
ment of Charity ſavingly wrought on ſince November 
1741. Diverſe before that had been met with under 
the Miniſtry of the Rev. Mr. Daniel Rogers and the 
Rev. Mr. Wheelock, not included in this Number. 
But on one Day in November aforeſaid, above Eighty 
were pricked at the Heart by a Sermon from Rom. 
8. 1. had here from the Rev. Mr. Joftab Crocker. 
Scarce a Sermon deliver'd after that wonderful Day, 
but the Hearts of ſome ſeem to be reach'd by Con- 
viction, Converſion or Conſolation. This Revival 
of the Power of Godlineſs appears to be the genuine 
Mort of the Hor v SpIAIT accompanying bis _ 
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and'in Anſwer to a Spirit of Prayer poured out from 

GOD to plead with Faith in Car 15T for this Good. 
piritual Things are now treated and felt as Reali- 
LICK, === ow wow be; HY | 


We have not known Viſions, nor Frances, nor Re- 

velations. But brotherly exhorting with more Modeſt y 
and Affection than hath been repreſented. Neither 
have theſe Divine Influences been attended with 
anabaptiſtical Errors : Twenty that were before in 
thoſe Miſtakes are brought off. Neither have they 
been attended with the Errors of Familiſin, or Anti- 
nomianiſm. The Arminian Errors were by the Con- 
verts univerſally detected and deteſted: The Doc- 
trines of Grace ſhine jn their Underſtandings ; de- 
fended and earneſtly contended for from inward and 
real Experience. The Holy Scairrukks made 
the Standard to try and examine Truth: which are 
now carefully ſearched, and eſteem'd above Gold: 
And thoſe Principles that will not bear the Trial by 
this Rule, are rejected. A general and humble Wil- 
lingneſs to miniſterial Inſtructions, eagerly fought and 
attended on : yet without giving up their Under- 
ſtandings. GOD's Worſhip, publick, private and 
ſecrer, attended, and otherwile attended than ever. 
The Prayerleſe are prayerful ; the Looſe, ſtrict; the 
Ordinances humbly ſought, devoutly attended on. 
believe I have ſeen at one Adminiſtration, Two 
hundred taſting the Sweetneſs of the Redeemer's Love 
at one Inſtant. Indeed CHRIST is now precious, 
breathed after, eſteemed, and pathetically recom- - 
mended in Life and Converſation, relied on, rejoiced 
in. Their Lives are reformed as well as Principles, 
ſcripturally renewed. The Drunkard is ſober ; the 
Churl peaceful: Perſonal Feuds that had been ſub- 
ſiſting more than eleven Years are buried; and Love 
takes Place and Power, where Envy and TT — | 
Hatre 
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Hatred formerly ruled: Reftitution in many Places 
& made; in more; the Wrongs acknowledged. In a 
Word, all the Fruits of the Spik ir are viſible in the 
© Converts : and they too free from cenſurable Entbu- 
© fiaſm. This is evidently the LORD's Doing, and it's 
* marvellous in our Eyes ! | 

The aboveſaid Number is excluſive of many Scores 
* who have been awakened by the Word in the late 
© Showers,and yet I fear have reſted ſhort of Caxisr, 
* and got ſecure again. 
I hope the true De/ign of this is, that GOD may 
have the Glory of his own Work ---And Tris TesT1- 
Mony I give, as knowing I muſt give an Account, 
with an humbling Senſe of my many Deficiencies in 
this great Day of divine Grace: Intreating the fer- 
vent Prayers of all that love the Lox D Jesvs in Sin- 
cerity, that I may not be a Caf-away, after ] have 
preached to others; but may find Grace and obtain 
Mercy from the Loxp to fulfil the Miniſtry I have 
received, and to be found faithful in all the Parts 
thereof, 
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Peter Wacber. 


No. IV. From the Rev. Mr. WILLIAM SHuRTLEFE, 
Paſtor of the ſecond Church in Port/mouth, in 
the Province of Nzew-HamesHIRE. 


To ſuch of the Reverend Paſtors of the Churches of 
the Maſſachuſetts- Bay, or any other of the neighbour- 
ing Governments, as may convene in Boſton upon 
the 7th Day of July 1743. 


Reverend and Beloved, 
Should have rejoiced in the Opportunity of being 
with you in your preſent Convention, had it been 

© the Will of GOD; but being providentially hin- 
© der'd, 1 think my (elf oblig'd to make this brief 


De- 
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Declaration to the Glory of his Name, viz. That 
© there has for ſome Time poſt plainly appear d to be a 
© remarkable Revival of Religion, and a marvellous 
Mort of Gop's Grace going on in PORTSMOUTH in 
C New-HaMPSHIRE ; The Place in which I am cal- 
led to labour in the Goſpel Miniſtry. That among 
© the very many that have been awaken'd and deeply 
convinced, there is a goodly Number that are giving 
all the Evidence that can be expected of a real and 
ſaving Change- 

] muſt at the ſame Time declare there has not 
been that Diſturbance from Lay-Exhorters, from an 
Invaſion of the miniſterial Office, and many other 
Irregularities, that have been complain'd of in many 
other Places. And here I would take Leave with all 
Humility to ſay, that had I the Opportunity of be- 
ing with you, whilſt I ſhould gladly bear Teſtimony 
againſt theſe Things whereſoever they prevail, I 
ſhould be for uſing a becoming Care that the Diſor- 
ders complain'd of might not be magnified in an undue 
Meaſure, and that nothing might come under that 
Character and Denomination that is not worthy of it. 
Whilſt I ſhould be for guarding our Pulpits and Pa- 
riſhes againſt bold, and ignorant Intruders, and ſuch as 
may unjuStly pretend to an extrarodinary Call and Mar- 
rant from GOD, I ſhould be careful ht none of the 
. Zealous and faithful Preachers of the everlaſting Goſ- 
pel, and the important Doftrines of it might be excluded, 
being perſwaded that GOD bas bleſs'd the Labours 
of Strangers and even of Itinerants among the People 
with wwhom I am concern d. And I can't forbear ſay- 
ing, that as it appears to me that it would be of ill 
Conſequence, if none might upon any Occaſion whatſ0- 
ever preach within the Limits of any Congregation 
without the Leave of its Rated Faficr, I defire that 
* neither my ſelf,nor any of my Brethren ſhould be poſſeſs's 
* of ſuch an abſolute and deſpotick Power. 


That 
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© That you may be under the Influence of the great 
HAD of the Church; that he who holds the Stars 
in his right Hand would direct and lead you, and 
that you may unite in ſuch Meaſures as may tend to 
the Progreſs of that good Work that has been begun, 
and be a Means greatly to advance his Kingdom and 
© Intereſt thro* the whole Land, is the unfeigned 
Prayer of one of the meaneſt, and unworthieſt of 
« your Brethren in the Goſpel, Sc. 

| * William Shurtleff. 


No.V. From the Rev. Mr. JonaTHan Russ l Paſtor 
of the weſtern Church in Barnſtable. 


Am of the Mind that there has been @ great and 
[| * good Work going forward in many Parts of the 
Land, beyond what has been in ſome Years puff. 
Many have been awakned, convinced, reformed, and 
© I hope many ſavingly converted: and I think we 
* ought to give GOD the Praiſe and Glory of it. Yet 
* I think there ſhould be a proper Teſtimony born 
* againſt the Errors, Diſorders and Confuſions that 
* have prevailed in many Places. 


© But perhaps the Queſtion may occur, What are 
* the Diſorders, &c. which are to be teſtify'd againſt? 
* *Tis probable one may call that Diſorder and Con- 
* fuſion which another calls lovely and beautiful, and 
* endeavours to promote. 


Brother GREEN and I had Thoughts of being at 
the Commencement, but ſaw him Yeſterday, and he 
© thinks the State of his Health and other Circumſtan- 
ces forbid his going. Ard the Illneſs of my Family 
* diſcourages me. I hope theſe who neither come nor 
* ſend will not be branded as Oppoſers. I wiſh you the 
divine Conduct in the Affair. And defire an _ 
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©* reſt in your Prayers that I may obtain Mercy to be 
* faithful, and that I may be ſucceſsful in my Miniſtry. 
© I am your Brother and Fellow-Labourer, 


* Jonathan Ruſſel. 
© Barnſtable June 30. 1743. 


No. VI. From Sixof the Rev.PasToRs of the Eaftern 
Aſſociation in the County of York. 


E the Subſcribers, Paſtors of the Eaftern Aſocia- 
tion, taking into ſerious Conſideration the State 
of Religion in our ſeveralCharges, and through-out 

the Land at this Day, look on our ſelves bound in the moſt 
expreſs Manner to declare ourſelves with reſpect thereto, 


© And in as much as it inconteſtibly appears to us from what 
we have ſeen among ourſelves and in other Places, that & an 
extraordinary divine Influence, there hath been an RAP 
REvivaAL of RELIGION in our Land; we dare not but 
publickly ſpeak out our grateful Senſe thereof to the Honour of 
the free and ſovereign Grace of GOD. 


< But whereas at the ſame Time there have been great 
ne of prevailing Errors in Doctrine and Diſorders 
in Practice, ſuch as, a denying the Doctrine of the divine 
Decrees, Fuſtification by Faith alone, irreſiſtible Grace in 
the Converſion of Sinners; - and alſo the aſſerting, That 
ſecret Impulſes on the Minds of Perſons without due Regard 
to the written Word of GoD may be depended on as the Rule 
of their Conduct; that none are converted but ſuch as know 
themſelves to be ſo, and can tell the Time when ; that Aſſur- 
ance is of the Eſſence of ſaving Faith; and, that Sanctiſica- 
tion is no Evidence of Juſtification ; with other the like Ar- 
minian, Antinomian and Fumiliſtical Tenets and Opinions: 
All which we jndge are contrary to the pure Doctrines of 
the Goſpel: And as to Diſorders in Practice; ſuch as, 
private Per ſons of no Education, without any regular Call 
taking upon them to preach the Mord of Gon; the ordaining 
and ſeparating any Perſon to the Work of the evangelical. Mi- 
mſtry at Large, and without a ſpecial Relation to any parti- 
cular Charge to enter into the regular Diſtritts of ſettled Mi- 


niſters ; 
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© mſters ; Perſons aſſuming to themſelves the Prerogative of 
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op to look into and judge the Hearts of others, cenſuring and 
condemning tbeir Brethren, and eſpecially tbeir Miniſtert, as 
Phariſees, Arminians, blind and unconverted, &c. and upon 
theſe pretended Grounds making an actual Separation from 
their reſpeRive Paſtors, though they openly diſavow the 
above-mentioned Errors, and are regular in their Lives: 
All which Errors and Diſorders being of pernicious Con- 
ſequence, as tending to obſcure the glorious Wark of Gop, 
bring it into ** and obſtruct the Progreſs of it, we 
would in like er bear our joint and folemn Teſti- 
mor y againſt. 


© And tho' we are fully perſuaded the human Mind under 
the Operations of the divine Spirit, may be overborn with 
Joy and Terror ; yet the Tranſports and Agitations that 
have appeared in ſome Places from the ungovern'd Paſſions 
of People, and the exceſs of Joy and Sorrow, we judge to 
be no certain Indication of the ſpecial Preſence or Work 
of the SPIRIT of Gop. But at the ſame Time we 
lament the improus Spirit of ſuch as from hence take Occaſſon 
to reproach the WoRk or THE DIVINE OPIRIT in the 
Hearts of the Children of Go 1. 


Sign'd, 


Benjamin Allen, Paſtor of the 2d Church in Falmouth. 
Wm. Thompſon, Pafor of the Church inScarboro?, 
Samuel Jefferds, Paſtor of the Church in Wells. 
John Hovey, Paſtor of the Church in Arundel. 
Nich. Loring, Paſtor of theChurch in No-Yarmouth, 
Moſes Morrill, Paſtor of the Church in Biddeford. 


At anAſſociationMeeting, Scarbor ough, June 23.1743. 
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© Voted, That the above Declaration be delivered to the 
Rev. Mr. Smith to be by him communicated at Diſcre- 
tion to the VENERABLE CONVENTION of Mijniflers who 
are to meet at Bo/ton the Day after the approaching Com- 
mencement, as the Sentiments of the Aſſociation with Rela- 
tion to the preſent religious Appearancesin the Country, 
Benjamin Allen, Moderator. 
D 2 No. 
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No. VII. From the Rev: Mr, Jeny Roexs junior, 
Paſtor of the 2d Church in Kittery, © 


C Y Heart and Affectiens are with all of whe 
4 VI love our Loxp JzsUs CHxxi1sT in Sincerity, 
p and ſo are real Friends to the glorious Work of his 
© Grace which has been begun and carried on in ſo remarkable a 
© Manner in aur Land, and by ſuch Inſtruments, as he has 
been pleaſed to raiſe up, and honour with wonderful Suc- 
© ceſs. I hope now you are together you will be putting 
up united Prayers to the glorious HE AD of the Church, for 
the further Effufion of the BLESSED SPIRIT, in his awat- 
© kenmng, convincing and converting Influences, and that the 
dear Children of God may be more rooted and grounded in 
* Faith & Love,and abound in all the good Fruits thereof : And 
© that the LoxD would be pleaſed to raiſe up more ſkilful, 
© faithful and induſtrious Labourers, and ſend them forth into 
his Harveſt ; for indeed the Harve/t is plenteous, but the 
© Laboursare few. I ſhould not be for ſpending much Time, 
© in diſputing with thoſe who are Oppoſers of this glorious 
* Wirkof God's ſovereign rich free Grace; but rather in 
< carrying them to the "Throne of Grace, and there wreſtle 
© with the Lord to open their Eyes, and engage them from 
© an Experience of the Work in their own Souls to regard 
© this glorious and gracious Operation of his HOLY SPIRIT 
in the Hearts of ſo many, and that of all Sorts,. in one Place 
© and another. For my own Part, I want a Heart to con- 
© ceive and a Tongue to expreſs the Obligations I am under 
© to admire, adore and Praiſe the Name of the Lord, for the 
© great Things he has done, and the yet greater (I truſt) he 
© will do for his People in this Land; and that he has ſpar d 
© me the chief of Sinners, to ſee this Day of his wonderful 
© Grace Oh Praiſe, praiſe him, on my Behalf ; and alſo 
< wreſtle for me when neareſt to his Seat, that, I may know 
© the Love of CHRIS which indeed paſſeth Knowledge, 
and that it may conſtrain me to love and live to him.---- 


But this is the Conſolation, The Lorkp reigneth ; there 
is no Wiſdom, nor Counſel, nor Underſtanding againſt bim; 
he will carry on his own Work in his own Way; Net by 
« Might, nor by Power, but by My SPIRIT, ſaith the Loky 
% Hoſts: Here we may teſt. I hope you who are Friends 
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© in dra u ſomething, in Favour A 1 
6 that the B and 2 wy op 
« for what he has done People here: I 
© ſhould be led to this, 1 to ſend 
Nr mls ee Br ln wh with you 
that not a Hand may be wanting where-ever there is an 
Hurt for it. And, Ob that ſomething may be ſaid agei 

© ARMINIANISM @s well as ANTINQMIANISM. Iwiſh 
you much of the Preſence of CyT1sT, and that whatever 
c oy — debated, may be with His SPIRIT, and iſſue in 
6 ory. 

6 e 
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* Kittery, July 4. 1743. 
No. VIII. From 2 Rev. Paſtors in the County 


Reverend and Honoured Sirs, 
*W Hereas- an Advertiſement hath lately been publiſhed, 
wherein it is ſignified, that it is the Defire of a Num- 

© ber of Miniſters that there ſhould be a meeting of all ſuch' 
© Miniſters in this Provinee as are perſwaded that there has 
© of late been a happy Revival of _ in the Land, at 
Boſton, the Day fur Commoneement,tv give 1 joint Tx SI 
uod to the late glorious Work of 8555 s Grace, and to 
conſult what ſhould be done to wer this Work, and 
to ſuppreſs thoſe Things that bring a Reproach upon it 
and hinder it; and in the ſame Advertiſement it is deſired 
that if any ſuch Miniſters are not able to be preſent at 
this Interview, they would not fail to ſend their Te/fimony 
and Thoughts in Writing; We whoſe Names are ſub- 
ſcribed to this, living at a great Diſtance, and our Cir- 
cumſtances not well allowi us to go ſo £9 a . 
at the Time propoſed, would hereby ſigniſy t accord 
ing to what Underflanding we have 0 of the Nature of Chriftia- 
nity, and the Obſervation we have 1 to make, 


we judge that there has been within the laſt two Years and 
an half, 4 bleſſed Out-pouring of the Sp IAT or Gop in 
this County, in awakening and converting Sinners, and in 

| « mnlightning, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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. *vinlightning, quickning and building up Saints in Faith, Flu- 


© lineſs and Comfort ; which has been attended in great Num- 

< bers with an abiding Alteration and Reformation of Diſpoſition 

and Behaviour. And particularly we would hereby declare 

© to the Glory of GOD's Grace,” that we judge that there 

© has been an happy Revival of Religion in the Congregations that 

© have been committed to our paſtoral Care, and that there are 

© many in them that, by abiding Manife/tations of a ſerious, 

© religious and humble Spirit, and a conſcientious Care and 
* Watchfulneſs in their Behaviour towards GOD and Man, 

give all Grounds of Charity towards them, as having been 

< fincere in the Profeſſion they have made. And however there 

© has been, eſpecially in ſome Places, a Mixture of Enthu- 

< 2 and falſe Religion, and ſome have run into great 

© Errors in their Canduct, and ſome have Joke away, and 

© there is a Declemſion in others that is to be lamented ; yet 

© we think the E ect has been ſuch, and till continues to be ſuch, 
© as leaves no Room . to doubt of GO D' having been 
c ully in the mid/t of us, and ſuch as has laid us under 

< great Obligations forever to admire and extol the Riches of 
* his Grace in doing ſuch great Things for us. ---- 


F Thus Rev. Sirs, Begging of him that he would be with 
< you in your Meeting, and guide you in your Tho'ts and 
« Concluſions with Reſpect to theſe Things, and direct you to 
< that which may be for hisGlory and the Proſperity of Zion, 
© and deſiring your Prayers to GOD for us, and theFloc 
© committed to our Care, we remain | 


Honoured and dear Sirs, 
Your Brethren and Fellow-Servants 


in the Goſpel Miniſtry, 


Stephen Williams, Paſtor of aChurch inSpringfield. 
Peter Raynolds, Paſtor of the Church in Enfield. 
Jonath. Edwards, Paſtor of theChurchinNorthampton 
Samuel Allis, Paftor of the Church in Somers. 
John Woodbridge, Paſtor of the 2dChurchin Hadley 
DavidParſons,jun. Paſtor of the 3d Church inHadiey 
EdwardBilling, Paſtor of theChurch in Cold-Spring. 
County of Hampfhire 
June 30. 1743. No. 


e 


No. IX. From two o/ber Rev. Miniſters in the Cotnty 
of Hampſhire ; who having ſeen the aboveſaid At- 
teſtation, they in another Letter expreſs their Con- 
currence therewith in the following Terms 


| Hadley, June 29. 1743. . 
T His Line occaſioned by a Paper 2 by ſome of aur 
« Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry in this County 

© reſpeQing the late happy Revival of Religion, waits on 
to let you know, that we can heartily join with thoſe Rev. 
Gentlemen in giving our TESTIMONY to every Thing thers 


© inſerted concerning the late Revival of the great and glorious 
e Work of divine Grace in our own the neiebbouring 


© Churches : the happy Fruits whereof are conſpicuous in the. 


Lives and Converſations of many of our late Converts eſpe- 
© ctally. 


Timothy Woodbridge, Paftor of theChurch inHatfield 
Cheſter Williams, a Paſtor of the iſt Church inHadley. 


No. X. From the Rev. Mr. DANIEL Putnam, Paſtor 
| of the ſecond Church in Reading. 


1 Find that ſuch of our Brethren who are per ſwaded there 
* hath of late been a happy Revival ;4 Religion thro* an 
© extraordinary divine 5 in many Parts of this Land, 
are deſired to manifeſt the ſame, either by giving their 
Preſence at the appointed Meeting, or by writing. The 
Circumſtances of my Health makes riding grievous to 
me: but / am ready and that freely and I hope thankfully 
to declare that I have had the Opportunity, thro” the ten- 
der Compaſſions of a merciful GOD, to ſee much of the 
« gracious Work of GOD in the Revival of decaying Re- 
ligion among the People committed to my paſtoral Gare ; 
and this without ſuch Diſorders and Extreams that are ſo 
much complained of in many Places: the Worſhip of GO 
C _ diſturbed. And to give you as brief an Account as 
I can. 


R 4A KA {Aa a a 


« Sometime the beginning of March 1742, under a Senſe 
© of the great Decay of Religion among us, we kept @' 
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of my elder came to my Houſe every 
n and manifeſtly under a 


concerned for the State. of 
„ and — of them themſelves in 
rds ; O Str, „ t ſhall de to 
my Sins ? 9 g of the Load of Guild 
Conſciences, of the Power of Sin in their 
of the hardieſe of their Hearts, of the Senſe of 
s Wrath due to them: And ſome ſignifying to 
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6 3 3 HRIST and of the Mercy 
© of GOD ; I cannot relate —_— the Dire 
„ ere their Sins were 
C uch Mercy, ſuch Love ! 

ply will not inlarge. I know this was the Herb of 
© the SPIRIT of Gon as a Spirit of Bondage and Fear, thus 
© convincing and humbling them: And moſt of theſe 
© we have Grounds to hope have been ſince as fully convinced 
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Ennis r as Prieſt and King 
8 . ery before z and we charitably hope have 


4 in Him throꝰ the Merits of his Righ- 


=y © teouſnl 9 Power of his Grace, that Reft that he 


ives to ſuch weary Souls that receive him with their whole 
eart: And there has been large Additions to the Church 
: ä the NemheroFiie cople. And not only has 
this been the happy Caſe of ſome that were without the 
« viſible Church, but even ſeveral of the Members of the Church 
have been very deeply concerned about the State of their 
< own Souls: And I hope it has been for their everlaſting 
Good. The Sp1RIT of Cop has in Mercy to our Souls 

© been as 4 refining Fire in this ReſpeR, I truſt I can fa 
© and has ſearch'd this Feruſalem as with Candles : i 
© hope that both Fooliſh and Wiſe have been awakened now 
© while Oy/ and Increaſe thereof may be had. And not to 


« inlarge, as 1 might do — 


(0 
£ icular : A Sifter of our Church Ninety one Years, © 
c e . 4 
© for above twenty Years, (who was eſteem' d converted in 
© Youth) ſhe in this Time has been favour'd with the Light 
© of Gop's Countenance, to her abundant Joy, and remains ſo. 

As to my People in general, there has been, and I 

© remains a Reformation in many Reſpects which might 

© mentioned. And my Thoughts of the Wark of GOD 
© among us are ſtill the ſame, t it calls for a publick Ac- 
© knowledgement to the „A. GOD ; notwithſtanding 
© ſome Diſorders and Errors may be in the Land. Can 
ve not diſtinguiſh between that which is of GOD and that 
© which is not ? Shall we ſay there is no beat becauſe 
© there are Tares and G The Work proves ir foe and 
© thoſe that have experienc'd it on their own Souls, doubtleſs 
© are beſt able to ſay how it is. Let aur earneft Prayer be to 
© the GOD of all Grace that where he has begun it,he would 
© carry it on, and begin it where it is not begun; that the 
© Kingdoms of this World may become the Kingdom of our 
'© BLESSED LoRD ANDSAvIOuUR Jes uMTrrisT ; that he 
< would go on in a Way of Mercy to pour out HIs SPIRIT 
upon us, and of his Bleſſmg upon our Children; that we 
may all know the Lox p from the ae to the youngeſt ; 
6 — be ready and prepared as a Bride for his coming · 

I am your Brother in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 


| Daniel Putnam. 
Reading, June Zoth 1743. 


No. XI. From the Rev. Mr. Orivzx PRA BOD, 
Paſtor of the Church in Natick. 

« Natick, July 4th. 1743. 

6 S to my own Thoughts of the preſent Day; 
A I freely profeſs, that I believe there has been 

a very remarkable and glorious Work of GOD in 
nam Parts of this Land of late Years, and it is flill 
in ſome Meeker going on: altho' at the ſame Time, 
© I believe Gop has permitted ſome, through an over- 
© heated Zeal to do thoſe Things which have very 
* much hindred the Progreſs of this good Work, par- 
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Paſtors, encouraging Separations, and encouraging 
Lay-Exhorters ; and laying too much Streſs on Cry- 
ing out, on being under ſtrongConvictions and then 
receiving Comfort, c. I don't look on theſe 
Things as any Part of the good Work. For altho' 
I hope and believe, that where theſe extraordinary 
Things have been encouraged there have been ſome 
ſavingly brought Home to Cax1sT ; yet as far as [ 
can poſſibly inform my ſelf, there have been many 
more in Proportion ſavingly converted, where Mi- 
niſters and People have not encouiag'd ſuch Things: 
And I am fully perſwaded it will in Time appear 
evident'y to be ſo. There have been very obſervable 
Strivings of the ever BLESSED SPIRIT en the Hearls 
of many, eſpecially Zoung People, in convincing and 
mnlightening, and I hope converting them; in my 
neighbouring Towns: as in Medfield, Dedham, Need- 
bam, Medway and Sherbourn, &c. where the Mini- 
ſters have been lively and faithful. And among my 
little People, (1 would mention it to the Glory 
of the rich Grace, and of the BLESSED SRI 


of Gop) there have been very apparent Strivings 


and Operations of the HoLy GrosT among Indians 
and Engliſh, Young and Off, Male and Female. 
There have been added to our Church (of ſuch as I 
hope ſhall be ſaved) about fifty Perſons of different 
Nations, fince the Beginning of laſt March was two 
Years, whoſe Lives in general witneſs to the Sincerity 
of their Profeſſion. Here, we have never had any 
crying out in an extraordinary Manner, but the 
HoLy Se1ikx1T has been pleaſed to work in @ more 
calm Way; but I hope effectually. But I muſt 
mention it,altho* with Sorrow, that for ſome Months 
paſt (alcho* ſome are under powerful Operations) 
yet there has not appeared ſo much of the genuine 
Operations of the SP1K1T as heretofore ; People's 
Minds have ſeemed and do ſeem too much taken 


* up 
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up with diſputing about Perſons and Things; ſome 
are for one Miniſter and ſome for another, and ſome 
I think may ſay can't bear ſound Doctrine; which 
with us, has ariſen (as I apprehend) from ſome ig- 
norant and erroneous Perſons who have ſpread and 
propagated corrupt Docttines; as a Specimen of 
this they ſay I preach dangerous Doctrines, becauſe 
I have preach'd that a Perſon may be converted and 
not certainly know it, &c. 
* Upon the whole then, I am humbly of Opinion, 
that as there ought to be a publick ATTESTAT1ON 
to the glorious Work of divine Grace among us; ſo 
it ought to be ſo diſtinfly conſidered, and ſo diftin- 
guiſbed from what is a Dithonourto it; that all may 
know what we underſtand by the Work of GOD 
among us; and a full explicit Teſtimany ought to 
be born by you againſt all ſuch Things, as in any 
Meaſure tend to &lemiſh or hinder the Mork of GOD 
among us: And | believe the more particular and 
expreſs you be, it will be ſo much the better. 
Finally, I earneſtly pray that the glorious He an 
of the Church will vouchſafe his gracious Preſence 
and particular Influence and Direction to, and with 
you, in what is before you; and that you and all of 
us may be owned and honoured as Inſtruments in 
his Hands, of promoting his Intereſt and Glory here, 
that ſo we may have the Reward of faithful Ser- 
vants hereafter, 
* I am your Brother, and Servant, 
Oliver Peabody, 


PH. S. I would particularly remark that ſome with 

* whom I have converſed date their ConviFions 

*. which have been ſtill carried on without any 

© great Intermiſſion, before ever Mr. Whitefield 

came hither. And alſo that about fifteen Years 
ago we had ſomething like this, at Natick. 
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No. XII. From the Rev. Mr. Joun Tuckx, Paſtor 
of the Church in Goſport, on the Iſle of Shoals, in 
the Province of NRW-HAursRIRE. 


0 8 in the Boſton Gazette of the 3 1ft of May 
* laſt an Intimation that it is defired and pro- 
* poſed by a Number of Miniſters in Town and Coun- 
* try, that ſuch of their Brethren as are ptrſwaded there 
* bas of late been a happy Revival of Religion, througb 
* bn extraordinary divine Influence, in many Parts of 
* this Land, and are concerned for the Honour and 
* Progreſs of this remarkable Work of GOD, may have 
an Interview at Boſton the Day after the approach- 
ing Commencement, to conſider Sc. But if any who 
* heartily concur in the End and Deſign of this Propo- 
* fa], be hindred in Providence from giving their Pre- 
* ſence at this deſigned Interview, it is earneſtly de- 
* fired they would ſend their AFTESTAT1ONS and 
* communicate their Thoughts ſeaſonably in writing, 
According to this Deſire and Propoſal I had de- 
ſign'd to be at the Interview, but Providence is 
no ſending Sickneſs into my Family, ſo that I 
* can't be in Boſton this Week, I therefore ſend my 
Thoughts in Writing. 
© I acknowledge the Work in this Land to be a bleſſed 
Hort of GOD: And I believe that it is the Duty of 
* CHRIST's Miniſters to give an open conjuntt UesT1- 
* MONY unte it, I apprehend that there are in one 
Place and in another certain abominable Antinomian, 
* Arminian, Socinian, Pelagian, Familiflical, &c. Er- 
* rors, and ſome Diſorders in Practice, which ought to 
* be teſtify'd againſt.----- 
We have a Kevival of Religion among us. I beg, 
* your Prayers for my Family, my People, and my 


* ſelf. I am with all due Regards, 
© Your humble Servant, 
© Goſport, July 4th. 1743. © Tobn Tucke. 


No 
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No. XIII. From the Rev. Mr. David Har, Paſtor 
of the Church in Sutton. 


c PAVING been defived by ſame of my Brethren, to 

« write, provided I waz not like te be pre · 
« ſent at the Commencement ; to ſignify my Sentiments of the 
« Wark of a religious Nature, that has been carried on in many 
« Parts of this Land for ſome Years paſt ; 

« Tam free, it ſhould be known, that I do greatly rejaice in 
© the bleſſed Work that has been in the Land, and have to 
the utmoſt of my Power labouring to promote it in 
« theſe Parts. | 

And as to the Eſſence of it ; if I underſtand the Dadtrines 
© of the Goſpel according to Truth, and that ald falid Calvi. 
« niſtical Divinity, which was ſo deay to our Farefathers ; and 
© it the Writings of Meſſirs. Shepard, Willard, Stoddard, and 
© numberleſs other Divines of that Stamp and Principle, are 
© to be regarded as the Writings of Men that rightly under · 
« ſtood the Way of Salvation; I muſt conclude that the Meri 
is the ſame, as to the eſſential Parts of it, which in their 
Days, as well as from the Beginning, had been by the Scr. 
« vants of the moſt high Gov, rjoiced in, as the only Way to 
* Heaven, which the Goſpel teacheth. 

Some Irregularities (tis true) have ſometimes attended the 
Subject: of this Work; and ſome Imprudenees may alſo have 
« ſometimes attended the Promaters of it: But what ii Man that 
© he ſhould be perfett ? | 

© There may be alſo ſome high Pretenders to the Work of 
© Converſion in this remarkable Day, that may turn out 
* Counterfeits : and ſuch Tares have been among the beat 
© hitherto, and will be to the End: fo that neither is this to 
© be wondred at. 

© Moreover I have not been without Fears, leſt ſome at this 
Day run into Antinomian and familiſtical Errors ; and that 
* others would fall into enthuſiaſtict Phrenſies, Evils by all 
Means to be watch'd and guarded againſt : And who in 
this Life is out of Danger? Dangers of this Kind are = 
* portionably greater according to the Height of Men'sZeal, 
and the Smalineſs of their Knowledge and Experiences ; and if 
* where there is a va/# Number of young and zealous Corrverts 
in a Place, and very few of long Experience to ſteady them, 
4 6 Jome 
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- © ſfomefor a Time appear in ſome Reſpects very tuen and un- 
« fleady ; *tis not to be wondred at being fed with the /in- 
.* cere Milk of the Word, tis hopeful, they will grow thereby. 

But I conceive that in general the Subject of this Wark, 
© are groundlefly charged with fuch Errors and Ewils at this Day: 
and indeed I marvel not at it. For as there are very ſad 
©. Tinttures of Arminianiſin in many; ſo with the Subjetts of 
© that Error, the PURE Doc rRIxERSOf FREE GRACE and 
« JusTiFicaTION by FAITH ALont, are often charged 
upon, as Antinomian Errors. And with the dead Ferma- 
© lift, THAT SACRED ZEAL, which is inkindled in the 
© Breaſt of true Believers, from the ſanctifying Spirit, form- 
ing their Hearts to Love, and drawing forth the Powers of 
© their Souls in a fervent lively Manner, to purſue the great 
Duties required of us by Gop in his Werd; why all this is 
« by ſuch termed Ent / u ſaſim. 

And no wonder therefore there are ſo many Enemies to 
© the bleſſed Work of God in the Land; ſeeing it is to be 
« feared there are ſo many, who would have all be counted 
© Enthuſiaſts, Antinomians, &c. that are under any powerful 
C —_— from the Views of divine Sovereignty and Grace. 

* © Butlet ſuch Men think what they will of their lighting 
© the precious Showers of divine Grace; yet I am of the 
Opinion of Mr. Edwards of Northampton, that the GREAT 
© JEHOVAH of a Truth has been in New- Eng/and. 

© And although I hope many of thoſe who are fighting 
© againſt this Work, doing it ignorantly will find Mercy ; 
« yet for one that has ſeen and known ſo much of the Power and 
© Graceof Gop, in breaking down the ſtubtorn Hearts of 
© ſo many Scores of Sinners, that were wicked Ltvers, turning 
them from their ungodly Courſes to the Ways of Virtue ; 
© who are become ſome of the mo/? lrve/y Chriſtians, and as far 
£ as I can learn and judge, walking inGodlineſs and Honeſty ; 
© asalf the wonderful Change I have obſerved, even upon 
s ſuch as were mora! Men before, and high Preſcfſors, who 
have been convinced of their being very Hypocrites, building 
'« upon a falſe Foundation, who declare with Wonder and 
© Tranſport, what Gop has done for their Souls, and think 
none ſo beholden as they, to divine ſovereign Grace : Upon 
« the whole, if after all that I have ſeen and known, of the 
« Wonders of Gop's Power andGrace, I ſhould join in with 


6 ſuch, as render theſe Doings of the Lok p to be the I/ort 4 
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« the Devil, I have thought in me it would be the Sin again/f 

« rae Hory GrosT. | a 
I ſtand ready to join in bearing any proper Teftimony againſt 

« the Ingratitude of the Men of thisGeneration. And for m 

« own Part think, I can never praiſe GoD enough, for ; 4 

ort he hath wrought among us; and doubt not but he will 

carry it on to greater Perfection. 


From your unworthy Brother, 
* Sutton Tune 30. 1743. David Hall. 


No. XIV. From the Rev. Mr. Bzxjamin BRA p- 
STREET, Paſtor of the Church in Gloceſter. 


6 HEN I firſt ſaw' in the Tueſday's Paper of 
c May the 31ſt. the Propoſal and Defire of u 
Number of Miniſters both in Town and Country, that 
« ſuch of their Brethren as are perſuaded that there has 
of late been a happy Revival of Religion, thro" an ex- 
* traordinary divine Influence in many Parts of this 
Land, &c.-----Might have an InTERxview at Boſton 
* the Day after the approaching Commencement ; im- 
* mediately I thought within my ſelf I wou'd be pre- 
* ſent then; but the Circumſtances of my Family 
© are ſuch as by no Means will admit of it. | 

© Therefore this comes to inform you; that I am 
fully perſuaded that of late (Glory be toGop) there has 
* been a happy Reformation, and glorious Revival of Re- 
* ligion in a wonderful Manner, in many Places in NRW- 
* ENGLAND ; tho' in ſome Places attended with ſome 
Irregularities and Diſorders thro* the permit- 
ted Agency of Satan; and no Wonder at all that 
* this grand Arch-Enemy ſhould uſe all his Devices at 
* ſuch a Day, to blemith ſo glorious a Work, which 
ſo ly ke his Kingdom. | 


I am ſure in my little Pariſh there is of late a very 


* conſiderable Reformation and Revival of Religion. 
© (Let Gop have all the Glory:) Tho? I had labour'd 
hard for it, yet I could never perſuade young Ferſons, 
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to form themſelves into a Society, for the ſpending 
© together the Sabbath Evening in religious Exerciſes, 
© until about fifteen Months paſt : And now we have 
© 72wo Societies of young Perſons who meet together 
rice in the Week to read, ſing, and pray; t each of 
| © which I preach once @ Quarter. And ſome of them 
'© which were too much addicted to the youthful Sins 
of Quarreling, Swearing, Drinking, &c. ſeem to 
© be wonderfully reformed, and are bungering and thirſt 
ing after the Righteouſneſs of CyrIsT ; and there is 
© a very pleaſant Change wrought in them. - And the 
Apel many of them (tho' ſome are ſtumbled at the 
* preſent Day) among us ſeem to be anointed afreſy : 
© And there is a happy Revival of Religion. Our 
© Leftures which have been once a Week, for more than 
* fifteen Months paſt, are fuller and better attended,than 
when we had (as formerly) a Lecture once in r 
* Weeks, We have had many, (moſtly young Perſons) 
under great Concern and deep Convictions, many cry- 
ing out in Time of divine Service under a Senſe of 
their Sins, What they ſbou d do, and the moſt of them 
have had their ConviFions ending in the Foy of the 
* Lox, and Comfort of the HoLy Ghost. 

In my very ſmall Pariſh (conſiſting of about eighty 
Families) we have had in about twelve Months pat 
* (when we had before more Communicants than Fa- 
* milies) about forty added to the Church; and all ex- 
* cepting one, by the Grace of God ( bleſſed be his 
* Name) /ive to bear good Fruit. 

Thanks be to God, we have ns Diviſions, nor Se- 
« parations among us; we are without Dreams, Viſions, 
and Trances, (tho* there has been ſome in the Neigh- 
* bourhood) ar are we troubled with Exborters. The 
* People ſeem to expreſs a greater Love for their Mi- 
* niſter,and a greater deſire than ever to hear theWord ; 
and. I hope their unworthy Miniſter has a greater 
* Regard than ever for their Souls, 


—. 
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Sd that I am far from joining with thoſe; who ſay 
© the preſent Day in general is a dark Day to our 
* Churches, and looks with a melancholly Aſpect. 
* (Tho? to be ſure, for ihe Diviſions of Reuben there 
© ought to be great Searchings of Heart; and my Soul 
* mourns in ſecret for the Diviſons of the Houſe of 
« Levi, and the Separation there is from ſome of our 
* Churches ; and I freely confeſs that I verily believe, 
© there has been of late and now is, @ bleſſed Work of 
* Gop going on in many Parts of this Land, and divine 
« Tnflnence the Spring of it. And it is ſurpriſing to me 
that any, becauſe of ſome Diſorders, ſhould attribute 
the whole of the glorious Scene to the De luſions of 
the Devil; for I am full in the Opinion that in gene- 
ral the preſent Day is a glorious Day of Gop's Grace 
© jo Nzw-EnGbanD. Should be exceeding glad, if 
© at your Interview (and to this End my Heart'sDe- 
* fire and Prayer to almighty God is that much of 
© the divine Preſence may be with you) ſome Method 
* may be taken (as is one propoſedEnd of your Meet- 
© ing)to guard People againſt tuchDelufions & Miſtakes, 
© as at ſuch a Seaſon they are in Danger of falling into, 
* and that this bleſſed Work may continue and flouriſh 
* among ut. aſk your Prayers for me, and m 
Flock. : and am your Servant and Brother in the Fai 
* and Fellowſhip of the Gopel, | 

. * Benjamin Bradſtreet, 
* Glocefter Annisſquam Pariſh June 30. 1743. 


No. XV. From the Rev. Mr. Jon Wals, Paſtor 
of the Church in Kaynbam. | 
Having lately been inform'd by the public Prints, 
that ic is the Deſire of a Number of Miniſters in 
Boſton, and elſe where z that thoſe of their 
* Brethren in the Miniſtry, «who are convinced, that the 
* preſent Operation upon the Mundi and Conſciences of 
* People in this Land, is * Work of Gop ; wou'd 
meet 
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© meet in Boſton the Day after Commencement ; to 
* counſel and adviſe what may be proper to be done for 
the promoting this good Word, and alſo to prevent 
* thoſe Imprudencies that in ſome Places, have been 
<* ſaid to attend it; my Circumſtances will not admit 
of my coming down; I therefore thought I would 
* write a Line to let you know, that I moſt firmly 
© believe the preſent Operation to be The Work 
* of the blefſed Gop ; and I, and many of my 
Charge, hope ſhall forever bleſs and praiſe 
the great GOD for the great Diſplay of bis ſpe- 
© cial Grace, he has lately made in this Place, in bring- 
© ing of many Souls ſavingly to cloſe with Chr1sT, and 
* embrace him according to the Goſpel Offer. 
As to the Imprudencies and Irregularities that have 
< been ſaid to attend this bleſſed Work, I can ſay nothing 
© about them; for I have ſeen (bleſſed be Gop for it) 
« few if any of them. I ſhould greatly rejoice, to have 
© any Thing done, that might have a Tendency to 
© promote this Work of the bleſſed Gop in this Land, 
© and thro' the World: and ſhould be willing to have 
© my Name annexed to any Thing that may be pub- 
© liſh'd, for the promoting and encouraging this 
Work of Gop. In the general, I am full in my Thot's 
* with Mr. Edwards in his Diſcourſe, upon the preſent 
© Revival of Religion, in ue Parts; and am willing 
© to have my Name ſet to what may be publiſh'd con- 
© ſiſtent with that. | 
* It is my Purpoſe to give in my Teſtimony to this 
great and good Work, and an Account of the Riſe and 
Progreſs of it among us, in a ſhort Time; and 
therefore ſhall not now enlarge. Praying that the 
GREATSHEPHERD may lead his faithful Ambaſſadors 
into ſuch Methods and Meaſures, (on the Day of 
their Convention) whereby his Glory may be advan- 
ced, and the Kingdom of ou LoxèD and Saviour 
Jesus CHr1sT be made to flouriſh every — 
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© Souls being brought into it : Intreating an Intereſt 
in your Prayers to Gop for me and my Charge; I 
* ſubſcribe my ſelf your moſt unworthy Servant in the 
* Labours of the Goſpel of the 3LERSSED Jesvs. | 


| | Jen Wales, 
Raynham, July 4th. 1743. 


No. XVI. From the Rev. Mr. Ivoxy Hovey, Paſtor 
of the ſecond Church in Rocheſter. © 

IN Compliance with the Deſire of ſome of the 
Rev. Miniſters at Beſton, viz. That theMiniſters 
of this Land who could not be preſent at an appoint- 
© ed Interview the Day after Commencement, and yet 
* were fully ſatisfied in their own Minds, that there has 
© of late been an extraordinary Work of GOD's Sp1rIT 
upon the Hearts of People in this Land, or a ſpecial 
© Revival of Religion in many Places among us, would 
* communicate their Thoughts ia Writing : Theſe 
© are to inform, that I the Subſcriber being fully per- 
* ſwaded that there bas been ſuch a Work, ſuch a glori- 
* ous Out-pouring of the HOLY SPIRIT upon our 
Land of late; think myſelf obliged in Gratitude, and 


'* bound in Duty to the cLoxktous AuTHOR of ſaid 


* Work, to join with you in giving Glory and Praiſe 
* unto Him for the ſame (according to my Capacity) 
* At the ſame Time am ready to join with you alſo 
in bearing proper Teſtimony againſt thoſe Errors in 
Doctrine, & Diſorders in Practice that any mayhavebeen 
guilty of, or fallen into ſince this blefſed Revival. In 
* a Word, I having ſeen & carefully peruſed a Declara- 
* tion ſigned by theRev.Miniſtersof the Eaſtern Aſſocia- 
© tion of the County of York (which I ſuppoſe you have 
in your Hands) can readily unite with them in each 
Article: Altho' I at firſt bhe/frated a little when I 
came to that Article of ordaining Miniſters at large, 
yet when. I: had, pandered upon it and heard their 
* Explanation of it, I think I can comply with it = 
| 13 | . 


( 44 ) 
the Senſe they intend it: So that I need not be 
more particular in declaring my Sentiments. But 
* earneſtly defiring an Intereſt in your Prayers for me 
and my Flock, I remain yours in the Fellowſhip of 


| * the Goſpel, : 8 
* Biddeford, June 26. 1743. | 
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No. I. From the Rev. Mr. Ap IE TON, Paſtor of the firſt 
Church in Cambridge, in the County of Middleſex. 


Cambridge, July 18. 1743. 
© Reverend Gentlemen, 

0 HEREAS I was nat preſent at the Aſembiy 
f Miniſters in Boſton the Day after Com- 
'* mencement, I do now agreable to the Defirg and 
* Propoſal in the publick Prints ſend in the following 
* ATTESTATI1ON, containing my Thoughts concern- 
ing the late, and preſent Times, relating to Reli- 

* gion, VIZ. 
* From what I haye heard, and from what I have 
* ſcen, and obſeryed in ſeveral Towns; but more 
d eſpecially in my ewnFlock, I can teſtify that there has 
been in ſome of the Years paſt, a religious Concern 
among People of all Ages, but mare eſpecially of the 
younger Sort, that has been. extraordinary. And I 
am perſwaded that the SpixIr of Gop has been 
* turing up Convifjens in Multituges, beyond on 
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has been common. And there is Reaſon to 

that greater Numbers than uſual, have had gracious 
* ſaving Impreſſions made upon their Souls; which is 
to be acknowledged to the Glory of Gop's rich and 
free Grace, And I am perſwaded from my Ac- 
« quaintance with Miniſters, that this is the 


and Opinion of a great Number of them whoſe Names 


vill not be found in this public Teftimony. 
But then what I look upon as Matter of Lamen - 
tation at this Day is, that thoſe Convictions as to 
great Numbers in theſe Parts of the Land have dyed 
* away without leaving any good Effect upon them. 
0 And that thro* the Weakneſs of Men, and the Subtilty 
© of Satan, many Errors, Deluſions and Diſorders have 
$ crept into ſome Places, and much of the religious 

* Concern is degenerating into Controverſy. - - 
But I pray God that the Tyfimonies and theCoun- 
* ſels, that are or have been given by the Minifters of 
$ CyrIsT, may be bleſſed for the ſuppreſſing every 
Thing of a threatning Aſpect upon theſe Churches: 
And that we may all be directed to, and united in, 
$ thoſe Meaſures which Gop will own, and bleſs for 
the further promoting and advancing thelntereſt and 
Kingdom of Jzsus Cyr1sT among us, even that 
* Kingdom of his, which is Righteouſneſs and Peace 
and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. | 
* Nathanael Appleton. 


No. II. From the Rev. Mr. Parxzr, Paſtor of the 
firſt Church in Plimpion, in the County of Plimouth. 


* Plimpton, July 4. 1743. 
as deſirous if Providence had given Leave to 
have been at the ConvenT1on this Week : but 


my Circumſtances are ſuch that I muſt be excuſed; . 


* I wou'd therefore by a Line ſignify my Thoughts 


of the Work which has of late ſo remarkably appeared _ 
among 


”, 

* 
: 
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among us: And as I have had Opportunity of ſee. 
ing and conver/ing with many that have been the Sub- 
« jets of this Work, and of obſerving their holy,b!ameleſ; 
* and circumſpett Walk and Converſation , I am fully 
© convinced that #/*s no other than a glorious Work of 
God, and a Day of his great Power and Grace; and 
* thatall are obliged to own and acknowledge it to 
© the Praiſe and Glory of free Grace. 


lam of Opinion that Mr. Edwards has given a 
© faithful Account of the good Work going on in the 
© Land in his Book intitled, Some Thoughts conterning 
® the preſent Revival of Religion in Nzw-EnGL and : 
and well obſerves that ſuch as reject ſuch a Work as 
© be has diſcribed as not being the Work of Gop muſt 
© reject the Bible, not only in ſome particular Paſſages 
but in the Subſtance of it. Page 60, 61. And I 
* think he has impartially conſidered thoſe Things of a 
* bad Tendency which attend the preſent Work of 
* Gop, and which need to be correfed and avoided. 


© I have no more to add but my ſincere Prayer, that 
© all CHRIS T's Miniſters who may convene on this great 
© Occafion, may enjoy much of the divine Preſence, 
© and be directed to bear ſuch a TzsTiMony for Gop 
in this remarkable Day of bis Grace, as that (by the 
© Bleſſing of Heaven) it may ſerve to convince Gain- 
© ſayers, and to fill both the Hearts and Mouths of his 
* Saints with Praiſe and Thankſgiving for the great and 
good Things which Gop is doing for this People. 


I beg Leave to ſubſcribe your Brother in the 
* Work of the Goſpel, and humble Servant, 


* Jonathan Parker. 
No, 
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No. III. From the Rev. Mr. MeGrzoort, Paſtor of 
the ſecond Church in Londonderry, in the Province 
of New-HAMPSHIRE. | 

I was with »o ſmall Satisfaction that I heard of 

4 © ſuch a Number of Miniflers meeting in Boſton the 
« 2th Inſtant, in order to give a uniTED TEST. 
© MONY to that glorious Work of GOD's Power and 

Grace with which be bas been graciouſly viſiting our 

Land. 

Tho' my Attendance at the Convention had been 
but of ſmall] Conſequence, yet I ſhould gladly have 
© gone there to contribute my Mite, had not a long 
© Journey Eaftward prevented me, to the Proſecution 
* of which I was under a previous indiſpenſable Obli- 
* gation, 

As to the remarkable religious Appearances that 

© have been in various Parts of our Land theſe two or 

* three Years laſt by gone; after the moſt deliberate 

and impartial Inquiry I have been capable of mak- 

© ing, endeavouring to give every Thing its due 

Weight in the Ballances of the Sanctuary, I have 

long ago come to the following Concluſion, in which 

I am daily more and more confirm'd ; viz. 

* That as far as my perſonal Knowledge has reach'd, 
© I look upon theſe religious Appearances in the general to 
* be the HAPPY ErFecTts of Divine IuFLUENCE. 
© | have had an Opportunity of being perſonally and 
particularly acquainted with a great Number of thoſe 
© who have been the Subjefs of religious Concern in 
* this acceptable Year of the LORD : And when I hear 
* them declare what they have experienced on their 
© own Souls with Reſpe& to Conviftion, Humiliation, 
* Iilumination of the Mind in the Knowledge of ChRIST, 
together with a happy conſequent Change they expe- 
* rience in the Will and Affections, and withal obſerve 
* the Correſpondency of their Lives with their pro- 
* tels'd Experiences; I am unavoidably led to con- 
* clude, 


+ - | 


* clude, in a Judgment of Charity of many of iben 
© that they have really undergone @ ſaving Change. 1 
© have long obſerved @ remarkable Uniformity in the 
main Strokes of their ſpiritual Concern. And more 
© lately have noticed with particular Pleaſure, @ great 
* Thirſt after Doftrinal Knowledge, a greater Infight 
* into tbeir oton Hearts, and @ Love growing more and 
more in Knowledge and in all Judgment. 

As to Errors in Doctrine or Diſorders and Extra- 
* vagancies in Practice that any who have been the 


Subjects of the late religious Concern may have fal- 


len into; I am humbly of Opinion that zbeſe, if 
« ſuch there be, ought neither to be winked at, nor re- 
« preſented through a Microſcope, but proper Teſtimony 
* ſhould be born againſt them. Yet in the mean Time 
« I think they ſhould not be repreſented ten fold greater 
«* tban they really are, and by this Means the Glory of 
« GOD's Work obſcured under a Cloud of imaginary 
* Errors and Diſorders. For my own Part | have ſeen 
© little or no Appearance of the Growth of Antinomian 
Errors, or any Thing vifonary or entbufiaftick, either 
ia mine own Congregation or among the People in 
the Neighbourbood where I live. Indeed if aſſerting 
« Juſtification by Faith alone, and Denying it by the 
© Law as a Covenant of Works, while the eternal Ob- 
« ligation of the Law as a Rule of Life, 1s ſtrongly 
* maintained in Practice as well as Profeſſion, if this 
(I ſay) be Antinomian Doctrine; then we have a 
« preat Growth of Antinomianiſm. Again, if aſſerting 
the Neceſſity of ſupernatural Influence or divine 
Energy in Converſion, or, the Reality of the imme- 
« diate witneſſing and ſealing of the Spixir be Ex- 
« thufiaſm ; then we have a remarkable Spread of En-. 
* thuſiaſm : And in theſe Senſes may Aniinomianiſm 
and Entbufiaſm grow more and more till they. over- 
© ſpread the whole Land. | if 


* 


r 
- © Tf you apprehend that the Publication of this 
« Letter, or any Part of it, will be of Service to the 
fglorious Work of GOD ; I am willing you ſhould 
make that Uſe of it. The Subſtance thereof be- 
ing what I truſt (through divine Aſfiſtance) I. ſhall 
© always adhere to, and never be aſhamed of. 
I I ſubſcribe with great Reſpect; one of the meaneſt 
of your Fellow-Labourers in the Vineyard of 


our common Loxp, Shot: 
Daovid Mac Gregori. 


Londonderry, Fuly 1905. 1743. 


No. IV. From twelve Reva. Paſtors of Churches in 
Conxntcticurt CoLoxy. "ICE 


R Norwich, June 23. 1743 
6 * the Subſcribers; Miniſters of the Goſpe), in 
(and in the Neighbourhood of) this Town 
© belng occaſionally met here, have juſt had a Sight of 
© a Paragraph in the Weekly Poft-Boy of the 3oth of 
* May laſt, whereiti it is propos'd by a Number of 
* Miniſters; that ſuch of their Brethren as are perſuad- 
© ed thete has been of late, an happy Revival of Reli- 
© gion in many Parts of the Land, might have an IAter- 
© view at Boon the Day after the Commencement 
© approaching, and deſire that thoſe who may be hin- 
© dred in Providence, from giving' their Preſence at 
© the deſign'd Interview, wou'd ſend their AT TES A- 
© T1088 and communicate their Thouglits ſeaſonably 
© in Writing, ae” 4, 
Since we are not like to be at the propos'd Inter- 
* viewwe take this Opportunity to ſignify to you that; 
* for our own Parts we are abundantly ſatisfied that 
there has of late; for about three Trars paſt, been 4 
© great and wonderful Revival of Religion in the ſeveral 
Platter th whith — and in divers orbers which 
© we 
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© humble Diſciples of the bleſſed. Jeſus; and ſome 


$2 | 
© ave are noaquainted with; wherein, thro' 'the nu 
* Power and Grace of Gun Numbers of —.— 
of all Sorts, but efpccially young People, have been 
greatly awwatned, deeply conviux 4 of Sin ; and many, 
© as far as we can judge upon careful -Qbſervation 
and Examination, truly umbled at the Foot of 2 
< ſovereign and righteous GOD, and avingly brought 
© Yo believe on the Lord su; CNS for everlaſt- 
ing Life: and have ſince lived fo as to give Cre- 
dit and Confirmation to their Pretenſions ; and do 
© now adorn their Profeſſion #n an bumble and boly Life 
and Chriſtian Canverſation; walking in the Fear and 
Love of GOD, and bringing forth Fruits meet for 
* Repentance, in the Exerciſe of the Graces and Vir- 
© tues of the Chriſfian Life, 


A Although many who have made a Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity and Converſion have run into impru- 
Y Gp Thing, and diſcovered much piritua! Pride, 


* y ra 


rious ings, nelly Separations from 
their Miniſters —— and ſome have em- 


© braced wrong Notions and Principles in Religion, 
© (tho? there has been little of vhat in thePlaces where 
© ze Jive) yet we know of great Numbers who have 
8 2 preſerved from ſuch Falls and Fall- 
< ings, and who carry themſelves like the meek and 


* who have been led aſtray thro” the Suhtilty of Satan, 
©. have, by Grace, been recover'd and in a great Meaſure 
© convinc'd of thoſe Follies and Miſtakes, and humbled 
© forthe Pride and Naughtineſs of their Hearts. And 
all of a bad Tendency and Nuture that we have ſeen 
does not give us any Reafes to think that there has 
not been g andglenious Work of diuiue Grace car- 
© riedon among us, ani 4 ian & Revival 
* of Rehgion ; tor which we deſir) o praiſe and adore 
mne ſovereign Mercy of Gor. 20 
« Our 


«Que Tims is now ſhort, and we can't pretend to Ry 
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« our Pegple,or of the bed Things which have been e AY 
« Concomitants of this bleſſed Work; yet thus much 2 
« we thought our ſelves d to ſay 10 the Praiſe of 
divine Grace, and the Glory of Him who is the Author 
© of all Good, to whom be all Glory, &c. | 
We are your Brethren, &c. 
Joſeph Meacham, Paſtor of the Church in Coventry. 
Benjamin Lord, Paſtor of the firft Church in Norwich. 
Hezekiah Lord, Paſtor of a Church in Prefton. 
Solomon Williams, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Lebanon. 
Daniel Kirtland, Paſtor of a Church in Norwich. 
| Jabez Wight, Paſtor of a Church in Norwich. 
John Owen, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Groton. 
Samuel Moſeley, Paſtor of a Church in Windham. 
Jonathan Parſons, Paſtor of the firſt Church in Lyme. 
Eleazer Wheelock, Paſtor of a Church in Lebanon. 
Benjamin Pomroy, Paſtor of the Church in Hebron, 
David Jewett, Paſtor of the ad Church in New-London. 


CORRIGEND A. — 


Page 12 line 31 for was read is. 
line laſt To the Rev. Dr. S-walPsName,ſhould 


have been added---T9 the Sub/tance,Srope and End. 
Page 15 1. 10 dele againſt. | 
Page 42 line 2 for Counſel read Conſult. 
line 3 for Word read Vert. 
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